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What began as a hopeful initiative in 2021 has grown into a synergistic movement. Making Things Right became a
501(c)(3) non-profit in October 2024, and we are excited to share our growing impact and future plans with you!

OUR PURPOSE

If you ask LGBTQ+ people why most of them have little involvement
with Christians and the church, many would share heartbreaking
stories of rejection, and needing to get as far away from that as
possible. Redeeming this narrative is at the heart of all we do.

Our mission is to invite and equip curious Christians to rethink our
responsibility to LGBTQ+ people. We do that via public advocacy,
events, thought leadership, resources, and synergistic partnerships.
We occupy a unique space in the broader landscape of LGBTQ+ faith
work by:

PROVIDING AN ON-RAMP
Contrary to popular opinion, many conservative Christians and churches

want to move toward a more inclusive posture. In our work, we relate to the
struggle of reconciling long-held beliefs with new stirrings of compassion
toward the LGBTQ+ community, remembering our own journeys of
reexamination.

DEFENDING PEOPLE OVER POSITION

We remain theologically neutral and respectful of differing positions
regarding sexuality and gender. In place of debate, we elevate the
conversation toward our core Christian mandate: Loving God, Loving our
neighbors. This helps us build new bridges, and advance more productive
dialogue and action.

MODELING UNITY & SYNERGY

We love collaborating across theological aisles. We intentionally build
working relationships with a diversity of individuals and organizations, all
sharing a common conviction to advance healing, reconciliation, and
inclusion among our LGBTQ+ neighbors.
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2025 IMPACT

We launched the “I'm Sorry” Tour, collaborating with individuals, organizations
and churches to have a presence at Pride events across the nation. In public
solidarity, we offered heartfelt apologies to LGBTQ+ individuals who have
experienced harm in the name of Jesus. While the full impact of these events is
immeasurable, we saw hearts softened, healing sparked, and bridges built.

MTR CONNECT EVENTS

Rising above divisive rhetoric, we invited thought leaders, pastors, and
organizations who are modeling an inclusive Christian response to LGBTQ+
people. MTR Connect has grown into an influential platform and safe place to
explore a unified Christian posture of repentance, reconciliation, and inclusion.

Building trust and synergistic relationships happens best in person. Kelly
and Brian traveled to key events and churches to join their initiatives and
share MTR's inclusive invitation and resources.

DIGITAL REACH

Our message of Christian love and inclusion of LGBTQ+ people is reaching
a wide audience of those seeking a better way forward, with high levels of

engagement.

2026 PLANS

> 6 Pride events nationwide

> Thousands seeing “I'm Sorry” message
> Hundreds of one-on-one interactions,
hugs, and apologies

> First-ever MTR Ally Training in Omaha

2025 HIGHLIGHTS

> 5 online events

> 10 inspiring leaders: See the lineup
> 1,400+ total registrants

> 5,500+ replays on YouTube

> QCF National Conference

> Free Mom Hugs National Conference

> Exiles National Conference

> Revoice National Conference

> Reformation Project National Conference
> First Free Church Chicago LGBTQ Panel

2025 HIGHLIGHTS

> 1,700 subscribers to our newsletter

> 150,000 people reached on Social Media
> 625,000 views of MTR content

> 28,000 downloads of 7 podcast episodes

As we step into another year of ministry, we look to build on our existing initiatives,
as well as launching some new adventures.

“I'M SORRY” PRIDE TOUR 2026

We plan to expand the tour with a focus on
ally training, and visiting college towns and
small to midsize Pride events that offer
meaningful opportunities for connection
and impact. We will partner with friends,
churches, and organizations across the
country to amplify our common mission.

ing his first book, Brian pulls from
300+ stories and interviews with LGBTQ+
people and their families, pastors, and key
organizations, providing real-life
examples and hope that Christians are
increasingly moving toward a more
compassionate, inclusive posture.

Our next season of online events will
model unity and collaboration,
spotlighting guests across theological
lines who share a common mission of
serving our LGBTQ+ neighbors. We will
continue creating spaces for productive
dialogue, and where the radical love of
Jesus remains central.

GRASSROOTS SERVICE

We look to mobilize people in Atlanta
and roll up our sleeves with local
organizations serving the needs of the
LGBTQ+ community. As we model the
Christian posture of service, we hope to
build synergies and offer our faith-based
resources and support to those in need.

PODCAST SEASONS 2 & 3

We will extend the impact of MTR
Connect by repackaging the events as
12 new podcast episodes, along with
YouTube videos. This multi-platform
approach allows individuals to revisit
and share meaningful content, while
exponentially expanding our reach via
podcast platforms.

STAFF DEVELOPMENT

We look to expand our Managing
Director role to Executive Director.
Kelly Mellen has been on staff since
March of 2024; her relationship
building skills and passion for this
work are the at the center of our
organization's impact.



http://makingthingsright.org/connect
https://briannietzel.com/mtrpodcast/

I h k Gold MTR has received
an M Transparency GuideStar Candid's Gold Seal,
2025 a prestigious recognition for

for Considering and nonprofits with high standards
supporting our work!

Candid. of donor transparency.
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